APPENDIX   I
GENERAL MAUDE'S PROCLAMATION1
To THE PEOPLE OF THE BAGHDAD VILAYET
In the name of my King and in the name of the peoples over
whom he rules, I address you as follows:
Our military operations have as their object the defeat of the
enemy and the driving of him from these territories. In order to
complete this task I am charged with absolute and supreme control
of all regions in which British Forces operate, but our Armies have
not come into your Cities and Lands as Conquerors, or enemies, but
as Liberators.
Since the days of Hulaku your Citizens have been subject to the
tyranny of strangers, your palaces have fallen into ruins, your gar-
dens have sunken in desolation and your forefathers and yourselves
have groaned in bondage. Your sons have been carried off to wars
not of your seeking, your wealth has been stripped from you by
unjust men and squandered in distant places.
Since the days of Midhat Pasha the Turks have talked of re-
forms yet do not the ruins and wastes of to-day testify to the vanity
of those promises?
It is the wish, not only of my King and his peoples, but is also
the wish of the Great Nations with whom he is in alliance, that you
should prosper, even as in the past, when your lands were fertile,
when your ancestors gave to the world literature, science and art
and Baghdad was one of the wonders of the world.
Between your people and the Dominions of my King there has
been a close bond of interest and for 200 years have the Merchants
of Baghdad and Great Britain traded together in mutual profit and
friendship. On the other hand, the Germans and Turks, who have
despoiled you and yours, have for twenty years made Baghdad a
centre of power from which to assail the power of the British and the
Allies of the British in Persia and Arabia. Therefore, the British
Government cannot remain indifferent as to what takes place in your
country, now or in the future, for, in duty to the interests of the
British people and their Allies, the British Government cannot risk
1 Proclamations, I9H-I9I9> Proclamation No. 9, pp. 5-6.
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